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BASILICA OF 
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

 

PHONE: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 129 April 2021 NO. 3 

MASSES: 
Saturday – (Lower Church), 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m., (English) & 
  7:00 p.m. (Spanish) 
Sunday  (Lower Church)  8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.,  & 11:45 a.m. (Chinese) 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamese)  
Sunday – (Upper Church - Spanish) 8:00 a.m.10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m.  
Weekdays – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 P.M., 7:00 p.m. Tues, Wed, Thurs (Spanish) 
Holy Days – (Eve of) 6:15 p.m. (English); 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 

SACRAMENTS: 
BAPTISMS: 

Baptisms are administered in Spanish on the 3rd Saturday of the month and in 
English on the 4th Saturday of the Month.  To register for the required classes 
and interview, come to the Rectory office. 

 

RECONCILIATION: 
Wednesday – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 P.M. & 6:45 p.m. 
Saturday – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

MARRIAGES: 
Please make reservations at least 8 MONTHS in advance and before engaging 
your reception hall.  Only parishioners who live within the parish boundaries 
may be married at the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 

In any danger of death or serious illness, please call the rectory promptly.  
Phone 718-492-9200. 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Novena: 

Wednesday – after 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses. 
Spanish Novena & Mass 6:45 p.m. (Lower Church) 

 

First Friday:  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after 12:10 P.M.  Mass until 7:00 
P.M.  Healing Mass – 7:30 p.m. on First Friday 

 

First Saturday:  The Fatima Rosary is recited 12:45 p.m. 
 

RECTORY HOURS: 
Monday to Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday:   9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
The office will close on Legal Holidays at 2:00 p.m.  Urgent sick calls any hour.   
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BASILICA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA PERPETUO SOCORRO 

526-59TH STREET 
BROOKLYN, N.Y.  11220 

CASA PARROQUIAL: 718-492-9200 
www.olphbkny.org 

VOL. 129 Abril 2021 NRO. 3 

MISAS: 
Sábado – (Iglesia de Abajo)  8:45 a.m. & 12:10 p.m., 5:00 p.m. (en Ingles), &  
 7:00 p.m. (en Español) 
Domingo – (Iglesia de Abajo) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 11:45 (Chínese), 
 2:00 p.m. (Vietnamita)  
Domingo – (Iglesia de Arriba en Español) 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12:30 p.m.  
Durante la Semana - 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:45 p.m. Martes, Miercoles & Jueves 
(en Español) 
Días de Guardar – (Vísperas) 6:15, 7:30 p.m. (en Español) 
Día de La Fiesta – 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 6:15 p.m., 7:30 p.m. (Español) 

 

SACRAMENTOS: 
BAUTISMO: 

Los Bautizos serán en Español el 3er Sábado de cada mes, y en Ingles el 4to 
Sábado de cada mes. 

 Para las clases y entrevista requisitas favor de registrarse en la Oficina 
 de la Rectoría. 
 
RECONCILIACION (CONFESIONES): 

Miércoles – 9:30 a.m., 12:45 & 6:45 p.m. 
Sábado – 12:45 p.m. & 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. 

 
MATRIMONIO: 

Favor de hacer reservaciones en la Iglesia, por los menos OCHO MESES de 
antemano, antes de alquilar el salón de recepción. 

 
SACRAMENTO DE LOS ENFERMOS:  
   En caso de emergencia, llamen 492-9200 a cualquier hora. 
 
DEVOCIONES: 
Novena a la Virgen del Perpetuo Socorro: 

Miércoles – Después de la misa de las 8:45 a.m., 12:10 p.m. 
Misa y Devoción en Español a las 6:45 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo) 

 

Primer Viernes:  Exposición del Santísimo después de la misa de las 12:10 hasta las  
   7:00 p.m. Misa de Curación - 7:30 p.m. (Iglesia de Abajo). 
 

Primer Sábado:  El Rosario en honor a la Virgen de Fátima se reza a las 12:45 p.m. 
 

HORAS DE OFICINA: 
 Lunes a Sabado 9:00 a.m. -  7:00 p.m. 

Domingo:   9:00 a.m. -  1:30 p.m. 
La oficina va a estar cerrada los días feriados a las 2:00 p.m. 
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From the Pastor’s DeskFrom the Pastor’s Desk  

April 2021 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of O.L.P.H., 

Easter greetings to each of you and your families! 
You are aware that I am writing this several weeks 

after Easter. We are still in the liturgical Easter Season till Pentecost 
Sunday on May 23rd. May the joy and hope of Jesus’ rising from the 
tomb lift all of us up as we continue our struggle with the pandemic 
and its effects in our lives and our world. 

The first 4 days of April were our “Christian High Holy Days” – 
Holy Thursday of the Lord´s Supper, Good Friday of the Passion of 
the Lord, Holy Saturday and Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday. We 
celebrated the central message of our faith with solemnity and joy, 
and with the participation of as many parishioners as we could, 
according to the protocols in place. Both the upper church and the 
lower church witnessed this year’s liturgies, and Notre Dame Hall 
reached capacity on Easter Sunday.  

In February I invited all parishioners to return to church in-person 
since we are observing the protocols of facial covering, social 
distancing, sanitizing the church, and hand sanitizing. The schedule 
for English Masses is as follows: Saturday evening at 5 p.m. in the 
lower church; Sunday morning at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. in the lower 
church. The weekday Masses, Monday to Saturday are at 8:45 a.m. 
and 12:10 p.m. in the lower church. Confessions: Wednesday after 
the 8:45 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. Masses; and Saturdays after the      
12:10 p.m. Mass and from 4 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.  

Due to the pandemic, we have learned some new skills, like 
streaming our Masses on the internet. The daily Masses at 8:45 a.m., 
and the Sunday 10 a.m. English Mass can be seen at two parish sites: 
www.olphbkny.org, scroll down to “OLPH Live Streaming Masses” 
and click on “lower church”. Also, on Facebook “OLPH Brooklyn”. 
Those who cannot attend Mass in person can participate virtually by 
internet. 

We pray St. Alphonsus’ prayer for Spiritual Communion at the 
Masses that are streamed. I encourage you to come to Mass in person 
so you can receive the Body and Blood of Christ in the Eucharist. 

http://www.olphbkny.org
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Bishop DiMarzio has given the dispensation from Sunday and 
Holyday Mass obligation during the pandemic for those who cannot 
come and are hesitant to participate in person.  

Please remember Father James Cascione in your prayers. Towards 
the end of April, he suffered a stroke and is presently in rehab in      
St. John Neumann Health Care Center in Timonium, Maryland. 
Father John Murray is also there. May the intercession of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help assist them in their healing journey.  

Fraternally, 

Fr. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

Abril de 2021 

Apreciados Parroquianos y Amigos de N. S. del Perpetuo Socorro, 

¡Saludos Pascuales a cada uno y a sus familiares! Se darán cuenta que 
estoy escribiendo esta carta varias semanas después de la Pascua. 
Todavía estamos en el Tiempo Pascual, hasta el Domingo de 
Pentecostés el 23 de mayo. Que el gozo y la esperanza de Jesús 
resucitado nos levante a todos mientras seguimos enfrentando la 
realidad de la pandemia en nuestras vidas y en el mundo.  

Celebramos los misterios centrales de nuestra fe en los primeros 4 
días de abril: el Jueves Santo de la Cena del Señor, el Viernes Santo 
de la Pasión de Jesús, el Sábado Santo y la Vigilia Pascual, y el 
Domingo de Pascua de Resurrección. Celebramos con solemnidad y 
gozo, y con la participación de tantos parroquianos que nos permiten 
los protocolos de la pandemia. Tanto la iglesia de arriba como la 
iglesia de abajo estaban llenos para las liturgias, y el Salón Notre 
Dame llegó a su capacidad el Domingo de Pascua.  

En febrero les invité a todos los parroquianos a volver a la iglesia en 
persona ya que estamos observando estrictamente los protocolos de 

Desde el Escritorio del PárrocoDesde el Escritorio del Párroco  
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mascarillas, distanciamiento social, desinfectando las manos y 
desinfectando la iglesia. El horario de Misas en español es el 
siguiente: el sábado a las 7 p.m. en la iglesia de abajo; el domingo a 
las 8 a.m., 10 a.m. y 12:30 p.m. en la iglesia de arriba. Los martes, 
miércoles y jueves, Misa en español a las 7 p.m. en la iglesia de 
abajo. Las confesiones los miércoles después de la Misa de las 8:45 
a.m. y las 12:10 p.m.; los sábados después de la Misa de las 12:10 
p.m. y desde las 4 p.m. hasta las 4:45 p.m.  

Por la pandemia hemos aprendido nuevas habilidades, como 
transmitir la Misa por internet. Las Misas en español entre semana 
(martes, miércoles y jueves) a las 7 p.m., y la Misa de las 8 a.m. en 
español los domingos se transmiten de 2 formas: por 
www.olphbkny.org, después desplácese hacia abajo hasta “OLPH 
Live Streaming” – “lower church” entre semana, “upper church” los 
domingos. También por Facebook “Charles McDonald.” Los que no 
pueden participar en la Misa en persona pueden participar 
virtualmente por internet.  

Rezamos la oración de Comunión Espiritual de San Alfonso en las 
Misas transmitidas. Les animo a participar en la Misa en persona para 
que pueda recibir el Cuerpo y la Sangre de Jesucristo en la Eucaristía. 
El Obispo, Mons. DeMarzio, mantiene vigente la dispensación de la 
obligación de la Misa dominical y de los Días de Guardar por causa 
de la pandemia para las personas que no pueden venir a la iglesia, o 
que son reticentes a venir entre muchas personas.  

Recuerden al Padre Jaime Cascione en oración. Hacia finales de abril 
sufrió un derrame que afectó su movilidad. Está en rehabilitación en 
el Centro de Salud San Juan Neumann en Timonium, Maryland. Que 
María, N.S. del Perpetuo Socorro, le asista en su proceso de 
rehabilitación.  

Su hermano en Cristo Redentor, 

P. Santiago Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Párroco 
 

 

 

http://www.olphbkny.org
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T he Seven Last Words 
from the Cross are seven 
expressions biblically 
attributed to Jesus during 
his crucifixion. 
Traditionally, the brief 
sayings have been called 
"words". They are gathered 
from the four Canonical 
Gospels. Three of the 
sayings appear only in the 
Gospel of Luke and two 

only in the Gospel of John. One other saying appears both in 
the Gospel of Matthew and the Gospel of Mark, and another 
is only directly quoted in John but alluded to in Matthew and 
Mark. In Matthew and Mark, Jesus cries out to God. In Luke, 
he forgives his killers, reassures the penitent thief, and 
commends his spirit to the Father. In John, he speaks to his 
mother, says he thirsts, and declares the end of his earthly life.  

A person's final articulated words said prior to death or as 
death approaches generally are taken to have particular 
significance. These seven sayings, being "last words", may 
provide a way to understand what was ultimately important to 
this man who was dying on the cross. A series of sermons are 
sometimes offered in churches on Good Friday. These sacred 
words have been put to classical music. For many years, 
Bishop Fulton Sheen preached these words at St, Agnes 
Church in New York.  I will offer a brief reflection on the first 
words of Jesus on the Cross: Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do.  

I have had three experiences of three amazing words of 
people who were near death. I think of a parishioner I knew In 
Long Island who was in her last hours. I asked her if she was 
afraid or dying. With a smile, she said I can’t wait to get to 
heaven and see God. It was one of the most powerful and 
sincere statements of faith ever heard. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_Gospel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canonical_Gospel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_John
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Matthew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Mark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penitent_thief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_words
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_words
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I happened to be visiting some friends in Saratoga Springs, 
the town where we had our nursing home for our men before 
we moved to Timonium, MD. One of our priests, a former 
gruff navy chaplain who was dying, had asked to see me. I 
went to see him immediately because he wanted my blessing 
before he died since I was his provincial. I was humbled by 
the witness of his love for our Redemptorist commitment and 
his respect for his vow of obedience. I sat with him for a 
while, but he dismissed me by saying you have other things 
you need to do.  

My brother-in law- was dying at home and my sister was so 
very present to him. Every cough and twitch of his body filled 
her with anxiety. I was visiting them and getting ready to go 
back to my parish. I said how you are Jack? The last sentence 
he ever spoke was I am great. He wanted to assure my sister 
and I not to worry; he was great. The last sentence he spoke 
were words of comfort to those he loved. He wanted us to be 
at peace. 

Our Church has a powerful spiritual tradition called the seven 
last words of Christ.  Our four Gospels reveal to us seven 
sentences that Jesus spoke while he was dying the horrible 
death of crucifixion. In the midst of his searing agony he 
spoke seven times, in a most dramatic way, that truly reveals 
the heart of Jesus Christ. While he is gasping to breathe, with 
excruciating pain raging throughout his body from the 
previous brutal scourging, his head battered with a crown of 
thorns, nails piercing his skin, with people cursing and 
mocking him, he offers this profound prayer to his Father: 
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Even 
in his very last hours on earth, he continues to offer mercy and 
forgiveness to those who are killing him with cruelty. God is 
always merciful even to the very men who are killing him. In 
our frail and sinful humanity, we take hopeful trust in his 
mercy for each one of us.  

Father Pat Woods, C.Ss.R. 
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The following is a taken from the Office of Readings for Holy 
Saturday.  Those who attend the recitation of the Office during 
Holy Week will have heard it before.  However, there are many, 
for various reasons, who are unable to attend the Liturgy of the 
Hours and, therefore, miss hearing this beautiful reading.  It is 
for them that we provide this opportunity to know it.   
  

From an ancient homily on Holy Saturday 
 

The Lord descends into hell 
 

Something strange is happening – there is a great silence on earth 
today, a great silence and stillness.  The whole earth keeps silence 
because the King is asleep.  The earth trembled and is still because 
God has fallen asleep in the flesh and he has raised up all who have 
slept ever since the world began.  God has died in the flesh and hell 
trembles with fear. 
 

He has gone to search for our first parents, as for lost sheep.  Greatly 
desiring to visit those who live in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, he has gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam and Eve, 
he who is both God and the son of Eve.  The Lord approached them 
bearing the cross, the weapon that had won him the victory.  At the 
sight of him Adam, the first man he had created, struck his breast in 
terror and cried out to everyone: “My Lord be with you all.”  Christ 
answered him: “And with your spirit.”  He took him by the hand and 
raised him up, saying: “Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, 
and Christ will give you light.” 
 

I am your God, who for your sake have become your son.  Out of 
love for you and for your descendants I now by my own authority 
command all who are held in bondage to come forth, all who are in 
darkness to be enlightened, all who are sleeping to arise.  I order you, 
O sleeper, to awake.  I did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell.  
Rise from the dead, for I am the life of the dead.  Rise up, work of 
my hands, you who were created in my image.  Rise, let us leave this 
place, for you are in me and I am in you; together we form only one 
person and we cannot be separated. 
 

For your sake I, your God, became your son; I, the Lord, took the 
form of a slave; I, whose home is above the heavens, descended to 
the earth and beneath the earth.  For your sake, for the sake of man, I 
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became like a man without help, free among the dead.  For the sake 
of you, who left a garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, and 
I was crucified in a garden. 
 

See on my face the spittle I received in order to restore to you the life 
I once breathed into you.  See there the marks of the blows I received 
in order to refashion your warped nature in my image.  On my back 
see the marks of the scourging I endured to remove the burden of sin 
that weighs upon your back.  See my hands, nailed firmly to a tree, 
for you who once wickedly stretched out your hand to a tree. 
 

I slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side for you who slept in 
paradise and brought forth Eve from your side.  My side has healed 
the pain in yours.  My sleep will rouse you from your sleep in hell.  
The sword that pierced me has sheathed the sword that was turned 
against you. 
 

Rise, let us leave this place.  The enemy led you out of the earthly 
paradise.  I will not restore you to that paradise, but I will enthrone 
you in heaven.  I forbade you the tree that was only a symbol of life, 
but see, I who am life itself am now one with you.  I appointed 
cherubim to guard you as slaves are guarded, but now I make them 
worship you as God.  The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its 
bearers swift and eager.  The bridal chamber is adorned, the banquet 
is ready, the eternal dwelling places are prepared, the treasure houses 
of all good things lie open.  The kingdom of heaven has been 
prepared for you from all eternity. 
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Many people have asked me since that wonderful day, “Lazarus, what’s it 
like to die and come back to life?”  I’ll try to tell you as honestly as I can. 

Early one afternoon, I began to feel kind of weak.  I knew from past expe-
riences I was coming down with something.  A lot of people had the flu.  
By the time I got home my head was aching and I was a little feverish.  I 
went to bed.  Then the vomiting began, and I could not seem to stop.  The 
fever started to go up and I felt like I was a log burning in a fireplace.  
People had told me about the symptoms of malaria, where every bone in 
your body hurts.  Then I started to vomit blood.  That was a sure sign. 

My older sister Martha began to fuss over me.  She gave me sponge baths 
with water and eucalyptus leaves.  She tried every home remedy that she 
knew to bring the fever down, but it didn’t go down.  It was an effort just 
to breathe.  I didn’t have the strength to open my eyes, or take drinks of 
the water she brought me.   

I began to be aware that there were other people there.  Their voices 
though felt like they were speaking from very far away.  Then I began to 
get the chills, and my whole body shook. They piled blankets on me, but 
the chills wouldn’t stop.  

Mary, my little sister was there.  She was holding my hand, trying to pray 
and love me back to health.  I heard Martha order someone, “Go and find 
the Master and tell him to come quickly.  Lazarus is very sick.”  The Master 
was Jesus our dearest friend.  Many times we had shared good times with 
him.  He was part of our family.  Martha likes to control every situation.  I 
had a sense that I was very, very sick, because she was scared. 

I went into a world of delirium, of bizarre dreams and strange nightmares.  
I felt like I was in a river.  The river had been swollen by flood waters.  It 
was cutting a path of destruction through a valley.  I was trying to hold 
onto a branch, and was buffeted by the water and the tree limbs that were 
rushing down stream.  Then the branch and the tree, and the part of the 
shore that it grew on, gave way, and I was being tossed about in the rag-
ing water.  “My God, I‘m dying!  I thought of my sisters and how much 
this would hurt them and my heart broke.  That was one of the last 
thoughts I had. 

I had a very brief moment of lucidity.  I don’t know how I got to this 
place, after having been caught up in the river.  It was a place of absolute 
darkness and absolute silence.  Then the blackness and the silence and the 
emptiness enveloped me and I was anesthetized.  Nothing. No thoughts, 
no dreams, no feelings, absolute numbness.  Time means nothing in this 
state.  Later I found out it was four days! 

Untie Him and Let Him Go Free 
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The darkness and the silence were disturbed by a sound.  It was the sound 
of water dropping to the ground.  Like raindrops.  Disturbed is the wrong 
word.  It was rather surprising, and so beautiful.  If I can hear  rain drops 
then I must be alive!  The next sound was not gentle.  It was grating and 
painful.  It was the sound of stone grinding against stone, like a mill 
stone.  It was deafening.  Then I felt a rush of air that penetrated what I 
came to realize was a very fetid smelling place.  Then a blinding light.  It 
was painful to look towards it.  I tried to shield my eyes with my hand or 
arm, but they were bound or tied.  What’s going on?  I’m hearing 
raindrops and grinding stones.  I’m smelling putrid smells and seeing sun-
light, and feeling that I can’t move my arms.  What is going on?  Is this a 
dream?  Is this heaven?  Is it hell? 

Then I heard his voice.  It was the voice of my friend, the teacher, our 
beloved Jesus.  He said it gently, but firmly as if commanding “Lazarus, 
come forth!”  I tried to get up, but my legs were tied too.  I shimmied up 
the side of the cave, and tried to find my balance.  I felt like a new born 
colt trying to find his legs.  Then I shuffled out, like a prisoner.  I heard 
gasps and prayers of praise. “Untie him and let him go free.”  

Mary was the first to run to me.  She hugged me and kissed me through 
the clothes.  Leave it to Martha to have scissors handy.  She began to cut 
the cloths.  Mary couldn’t wait to kiss my cheeks.  Martha gave me a 
peck on the cheek, and a look that was telling me I had really caused her 
all this trouble. Or maybe she thought I had faked it all, “if this is your 
idea of a joke, Lazarus……   But she was happy, I could see that.  Then, 
always the one in charge she said, “Let’s get you out of those stinky 
clothes and wash you up a bit.  You must be hungry.” 

I was confused.  What happened, I asked?”  

Jesus said, you just made a long journey from life to death and back 
again.  You must be hungry.   And I was. 

What was it like, Lazarus, Mary asked me.   

Well I remember I was very sick, and I was holding on for dear life, then 
I got swept away.  I went to a dark quiet place and the first thing I remem-
ber was drops of water falling to the ground like raindrops. 

Mary said, crying again, “Oh Jesus, it was our tears that woke Lazarus up, 
wasn’t it!” 

“Yes Mary, it was our tears! Let’s see what a delicious meal Martha has 
prepared for us." 

Father John McKenna, C.Ss.R. 
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The Feast of Divine Mercy –  
First Sunday After Easter 

 

From the diary of a young Polish nun, a special 
devotion began spreading throughout the world in the 
1930s.  On the first Sunday of Lent, February 22, 
1931, Our Lord Jesus Christ is reported to have 
granted a vision of Himself to Sister (Saint) Maria 
Faustina Kowalska of the Congregation of Sisters of 
Our Lady of Mercy in the city of Plock in Poland. 

She saw Him clothed in an ankle-length white garment.  His right hand was 
raised in blessing: the left was touching His garment at the breast where, 
from beneath the garment lightly drawn aside, two large rays were coming 
forth as though from His Heart.  The ray to the left of the onlooker was red 
in color; the ray to the right was pale, that is colorless, like clear crystal.   

After Sister Faustina had gazed intently at the vision for awhile with 
emotions of deep reverence and great joy, Jesus gave her these instructions: 

Paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the 
signature: Jesus, I trust in You!  I desire that this image be 
venerated, first in your chapel, and then throughout the world. 

I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 
perish.  I also promise victory over its enemies already here 
on earth, especially at the hour of death.  I Myself will 
defend it before My Father.   

I am the King of Mercy.  I desire that this image be 
displayed in public on the first Sunday after Easter.  That 
Sunday is the Feast of Mercy. 

Celebration of the first Sunday after Easter as “Divine Mercy 
Sunday” (formerly known as “Low Sunday”) was approved worldwide by 
Pope John Paul II.   

Saint Faustina then heard these words coming from God the Father: 

Through the Word Incarnate I make known the bottomless 
depth of My mercy.   

Further, in prayer she received the inner understanding that these words 
must be clearly in evidence on the image: “Jesus, I trust in You.” 

When her spiritual director asked about the meaning of the rays, she 
received this explanation from the Lord: 

The two rays denote Blood and Water.  The pale ray stands 
for the Water which makes souls righteous.  The red ray 
stands for the Blood which is the life of souls.  These two rays 
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issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy when 
My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the cross… 
Happy is the one who will dwell in their shelter, for the just 
hand of God shall not lay hold of him.   

After the original image had been painted at the request of Sister Faustina’s 
confessor, he had it hung in the corridor of a convent adjacent to the church 
of which he was the Rector.  Jesus told His confidante: 

Tell the confessor that the image is to be on view in the 
church and not within the enclosure of the convent it’s in.  
By means of this image I shall be granting many graces to 
souls; so let every soul have access to it.   

The message is nothing new, but is a reminder of what the Church has 
always taught through scripture and tradition: that God is merciful and 
forgiving and that we, too, must show mercy and forgiveness. But in the 
Divine Mercy devotion, the message takes on a powerful new focus, calling 
people to a deeper understanding that God’s love is unlimited and available 
to everyone - especially the greatest sinners.  He is always ready to give 
them another chance to change their lives.   

Besides the devotion to the image of our Lord as Divine Mercy, he 
recommended the recitation of a chaplet on the regular five decade rosary 
beads to His Divine Mercy.  In particular, the recitation of the chaplet at 3 
PM each day, to honor the hour that Christ died.  To recite the chaplet, the 
first bead is used to recite three times the prayer dictated to Sister Faustina.   

 O Blood and Water, 
 Which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus 
 As a fount of mercy for us, 
 I trust in You! 

On the next three beads, the Our Father, Hail Mary and Apostles Creed are 
recited.  On each Our Father bead, for the next five decades, the following 
should be recited. 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity of Your dearly beloved Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 
the sins of the whole world.   

On each Hail Mary bead, recite the following: 

For the sake of His sorrowful passion, have mercy 
on us and on the whole world.   

At the end, on the rosary centerpiece, recite the following three times: 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, 

have mercy on us and on the whole world.   
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Pope St. Pius V – Feast Day April 30th 

They say history repeats itself and in every age there is turmoil and travail.  
The Church is no exception.  Each April on the 30th, we celebrate the feast 
day of Pope St. Pius V.  Who was he that he is so celebrated and how are we 
connected to him?  Why should we think of him as special among the Popes 
and how are we in the Catholic Church indebted to him in our age? 

Pope Pius V (1504-1572) was a strong defender of the faith in word and 
deed, his shepherding of the Church at this difficult time in history was 
truly extraordinary.  He left the Church a legacy which leaves one breath-
less.  Among his many accomplishments, Pius V put the decrees of the 
Council of Trent into practice, published its Catechism, reformed the cler-
gy and religious orders, and introduced into seminaries the Summa Theo-
logiae of his Dominican brother, St. Thomas Aquinas, and promoted the 
revision of the Church's liturgical books.  He is most remembered for or-
ganizing the secular and spiritual warfare (i.e. the praying of the Rosary) 
at the famous Battle of Lepanto on October 7, 1571.  He attributed the 
victory to Our Lady's Rosary, and instituted a feast in her honor on that 
day.  And, YES, Pius V was also a "Papal Fashion Trendsetter."  Previous 
popes had worn red, but he wore his white Dominican habit. His succes-
sor continued that tradition, which is still followed today. 

Born at Bosco, near Alexandria, Lombardy, January 17, 1504, elected Pope 
on January 7, 1566; he died on May 1, 1572.  Being of a poor though noble 
family his lot would have been to follow a trade, but he was taken in by the 
Dominicans of Voghera, where he received a good education and was 
trained in the way of solid and austere piety.  He entered the order, was or-
dained in 1528, and taught theology and philosophy for sixteen years.  In 
the meantime he was master of novices and was on several occasions elect-
ed prior of different houses of his order in which he strove to develop the 
practice of the monastic virtues and spread the spirit of the holy founder.  
He himself was an example to all.  He fasted, did penance, passed long 
hours of the night in meditation and prayer, traveled on foot without a cloak 
in deep silence, or only speaking to his companions of the things of God. In 
1556 he was made Bishop of Sutri.  In 1557 he was made a cardinal.  In 
1559 he was transferred to Mondovì, where he restored the purity of faith 
and discipline in war-torn Piedmont, part of the then existing Papal States.  
Frequently called to Rome, he displayed his unflinching zeal in all the af-
fairs on which he was consulted. Thus he offered an insurmountable opposi-
tion to Pius IV when the latter wished to admit Ferdinand de' Medici, then 
only thirteen years old, into the Sacred College.  At that time, one did not 
have to be a priest, could be a lay person, to be a cardinal.  Again it was he 
who defeated the project of Maximilian II, Emperor of Germany, to abolish 
ecclesiastical celibacy.  On the death of Pius IV, he was, despite his tears 
and entreaties, elected pope, to the great joy of the whole Church.  
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He began his pontificate by giving large alms to the poor, instead of distrib-
uting his bounty haphazardly like his predecessors.  As pontiff he practiced 
the virtues he had displayed as a monk and a bishop.  His piety was not di-
minished, and, in spite of the heavy labours and anxieties of his office, he 
made at least two meditations a day on bended knees in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament.  In his charity he visited the hospitals, and sat by the bed-
side of the sick, consoling them and preparing them to die. He washed the feet 
of the poor, and embraced the lepers.  It is related that an English nobleman 
was converted on seeing him kiss the feet of a beggar covered with ulcers.  
He was very austere and banished luxury from his court, raised the standard 
of morality, laboured with his best friend, St. Charles Borromeo, to reform the 
clergy, obliged his bishops to reside in their dioceses, and the cardinals to lead 
lives of simplicity and piety. He enforced the observance of the discipline of 
the Council of Trent, reformed the Cistercians, and supported the missions of 
the New World.  In the Bull "In Coena Domini" he proclaimed the traditional 
principles of the Roman Church and the supremacy of the Holy See over the 
civil power.  

But the great thought and the constant preoccupation of his pontificate seems 
to have been the struggle against the Protestants and the Turks.  In Germany 
he supported the Catholics oppressed by the Protestant princes.  In France he 
encouraged the nation’s loyalty to the Catholic Church by his counsels.  In 
England, finally, he excommunicated Elizabeth I, embraced the cause of 
Mary Stuart, and wrote to console her in prison.   

He worked incessantly to unite the Christian princes against the hereditary 
enemy, the Turks.  In the first year of his pontificate he ordered a solemn jubi-
lee, exhorting the faithful to penance and almsgiving to obtain the victory 
from God.  He supported the Knights of Malta, sent money for the fortifica-
tion of the free towns of Italy, furnished monthly contributions to the Chris-
tians of Hungary, and endeavoured especially to bring Maximilian II, Philip 
II, and Charles I together for the defense of Christendom.  In 1570 when 
Solyman II attacked Cyprus, threatening all Christianity in the West, he never 
rested till he united the forces of Venice, Spain, and the Holy See.  He sent his 
blessing to Don John of Austria, the commander-in-chief of the expedition,  
He ordered public prayers, and increased his own supplications to heaven.  
On the day of the Battle of Lepanto, October 7, 1571, he was working with 
the cardinals, when, suddenly, interrupting his work, opening the window and 
looking at the sky, he cried out, "A truce to business; our great task at present 
is to thank God for the victory which He has just given the Christian army".  
He burst into tears when he was told of the victory, which dealt the Turkish 
power a blow from which it never recovered. In memory of this triumph he 
instituted for the first Sunday of October the feast of the Rosary, and added to 
the Litany of Loreto the supplication "Help of Christians".  He was attempting 
to form an alliance of the Italian cities, France, Poland and other Christian 
nations of Europe to march against the Turks when he died in Rome on May 
1, repeating "O Lord, increase my sufferings and my patience!"  He was beat-
ified by Clement X in 1672, and canonized by Clement XI in 1712.   
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A Model for Today  
Blessed Michael McGivney 

The founder of the Knights of Columbus, 
Father Michael J. McGivney was a central 
figure in the growth of Catholicism in America, 
and he remains a model today. His example of 
charity, evangelization and empowerment of 
the laity continues to bear fruit and guide 
Knights of Columbus around the world. 

In his Apostolic Letter that was read at the 
Mass for Beatification on   October 31, 2020, Pope Francis stated that 
Blessed Michael McGivney’s “zeal for the proclamation of the Gospel and 
generous concern for the needs of his brothers and sisters made him an 
outstanding witness of Christian solidarity and fraternal assistance.” The Holy 
Father set his annual feast day for Aug. 13, the day between Father 
McGivney’s birthday (in 1852) and the day he entered eternal life (in 1890). 

The beatification ceremony in the Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford, 
Conn., was a high point in a long process that began with the opening of the 
Cause for Canonization in December 1997. Shortly after Father McGivney 
was named a Venerable Servant of God in March 2008, Pope Benedict XVI 
cited him as a key figure in “the impressive growth” of the Church in the 
United States, stating, “We need but think of the remarkable accomplishment 
of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, whose 
vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.” 
Through the spiritual genius of Father McGivney, the Knights of Columbus 
has become a way for Catholic men to transform friends into brothers — 
brothers who care for one another. 

Just as those in need sought Father McGivney’s help in life, understanding 
that he was a “Good Samaritan” figure, more than 2 million members of the 
Knights of Columbus and their families, and many others around the world, 
continue to seek out Father McGivney as a heavenly helper in times of need 
today. On May 26, 2020, Pope Francis approved a decree for a miracle 
attributed to his intercession, opening the way for Father McGivney to be 
beatified. A second approved miracle is needed for him to be canonized as a 
saint of the Catholic Church. 

Those who knew him best in life saw in him both a “genial” countenance and a 
man with an “indomitable will” to achieve the good. In sum, his founding of 
the Knights of Columbus “attests to the love in which he held his brother man.” 

In these pages, you will get to know Father McGivney better, and join us in 
praying for his intercession as well as his canonization. You also can read 
accounts by contemporaries of Father McGivney about his life, works and 
virtues. 

http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/blessed-michael-mcgivney-beatified.html
http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/blessed-michael-mcgivney-beatified.html
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https://www.fathermcgivney.org/fmcgs/en/for-the-media/michael-mcgivney-closer-to-sainthood.html
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/fmcgs/assets/WordsofHisContemporaries.pdf
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/fmcgs/assets/WordsofHisContemporaries.pdf
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Michael Joseph McGivney was born in Waterbury, Conn., on August 12, 
1852, the first child of Patrick and Mary (Lynch) McGivney. His parents came 
to the United States in the great 19th-century wave of Irish immigration and 
were married in Waterbury. Patrick was a molder in the heat and noxious 
fumes of a brass mill. Mary gave birth to 13 children, six of whom died young, 
leaving Michael with four living sisters and two brothers. Life was not easy, 
especially for Catholic immigrant families who often faced prejudice, social 
exclusion, and financial and social disadvantages. Young Michael thus 
experienced from an early age grief, anti-Catholic bigotry and poverty. But his 
faith sustained him. At home and in church, he learned and embraced love, 
faith, fortitude, prayer and putting love of God above any earthly rewards. 

Michael attended the public schools of Waterbury’s working-class 
neighborhoods. A good student, he was noted for “Excellent deportment and 
proficiency in his studies.” At age 13, shortly after the Civil War, he 
graduated three years early and began work in the spoon-making department 
of a brass factory to provide a few more dollars for his family. 

In 1868, 16-year-old Michael left home to pursue God’s call to the 
priesthood. His formation as a seminarian was rich and diverse, spanning two 
countries, four seminaries and instruction by three religious orders — the 
charity-oriented Vincentians, the academically rigorous Jesuits, and the 
experienced formers of diocesan clergy, the Sulpicians. 

Throughout his formation, his personal virtues, concern for others and use of 
God-given intellectual talents shone forth. At the College of St. Hyacinthe in 
Quebec, Canada, he received an award for his studious dedication. He also 
stood out academically at Our Lady of Angels Seminary in Niagara Falls, 
N.Y., and St. Mary’s Seminary in Montreal. 

In June 1873, tragedy struck with the death of his father, nearly upending 20-
year-old Michael’s vocation. He returned to Waterbury for the funeral, unsure 
whether he would need to leave seminary and return to factory work to 
support the family. By God’s grace, the bishop of Hartford intervened. Seeing 
Michael’s great priestly potential, he provided financial support for him to 
enter St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore. There, Michael was appointed 
sacristan, a responsibility that underscored his reputation for piety and 
orderliness. Holiness did not make him aloof, and he was remembered for his 
sense of humor — as well as for his enthusiasm for the relatively new game 
of baseball. 

After four years of study, Michael was ordained by Archbishop (later 
Cardinal) James Gibbons on Dec. 22, 1877, in Baltimore’s historic Cathedral 
of the Assumption, the nation’s first cathedral. A few days later, with his 
widowed mother present, Father Michael J. McGivney celebrated his first 
public Mass at Immaculate Conception Church in Waterbury, beginning his 
life as a priest — a busy and difficult vocation — which then had a life 
expectancy of only about 40 years. 
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Father McGivney was assigned as curate (assistant) of St. Mary's Church, the 
first Catholic parish in the busy port city of New Haven. There he faced 
challenges related to a priest shortage, parish debt, illnesses, and hostility 
toward Catholics. The church became a lightning rod for anti-Catholic derision, 
expressed in a New York Times headline, “How an Aristocratic Avenue Was 
Blemished by a Roman Church Edifice.” Against this backdrop, Father 
McGivney navigated relationships with non-Catholics gracefully, while 
striving to prevent the culture’s hostility from eroding the faith of his people. 

Sought out for his wise counsel, and instrumental in a number of conversions 
to Catholicism, Father McGivney had a gift for touching hearts and leading 
souls to God. 

In a notable case that gained widespread press coverage, he ministered to 
James (Chip) Smith, a 21-year-old Catholic who was on death row for 
shooting and killing a police officer while drunk. Father McGivney visited 
him daily to offer guidance, prayer and Mass in the city jail over many 
months. This had a profound effect. The young man’s change of heart was so 
marked that local newspapers hailed Father McGivney’s ministry. 

After Mass on execution day, the priest's grief was profound. Smith 
comforted him, saying, “Father, your saintly ministrations have enabled me to 
meet death without a tremor. Do not fear for me, I must not break down 
now.” Father McGivney walked with him to the end, leading him in prayer 
and blessing him at the scaffold. 

‘A Man of the People’ 

With a priestly heart, he accompanied those of all ages and walks of life in 
their suffering and uncertainty, and found practical ways to address their 
needs. While his first concern was always the faith of his flock, he was 
attuned to familial, social, financial, civic and societal issues as well. His 
strong, serene demeanor spoke both of God’s law and mercy, and people were 
naturally drawn to his reserved yet welcoming manner. Intent on building a 
dynamic parish for his hard-working and largely poor flock, he staged parish 
plays, outings and fairs, and he revitalized a group dedicated to overcoming 
alcoholism within his community. 

According to one of his contemporaries, Father McGivney’s “life was an 
open book, whose pages all might read, and the influences that radiated from 
his active, energetic and zealous personality, brought many a poor wanderer 
to the house of God, back to the faith of his childhood, and to the sacred 
tribunal of penance, where with faith, contrition and humility, he became 
reconciled to his Heavenly Father. Father McGivney was nothing, if not 
active. His energy was restless, ever seeking new outlets, and to this 
disposition are we indebted for the existence of the Knights of Columbus.” 

In an article titled “The Personality of Father McGivney,” a fellow priest 
described his demeanor in almost mystical terms: “It was a ‘priest’s face’ and 
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that explains everything. It was a face of wonderful repose. There was nothing 
harsh in that countenance although there was everything that was strong.” In a 
similar vein, a layman wrote of Father McGivney’s steady and reassuring 
voice attracted even some non-Catholics to the church to hear him preach. 

A man of strategic vision, Father McGivney worked closely with the city’s 
leading Catholic men, whom he gathered in the basement of St. Mary’s 
Church to explore the idea of a Catholic fraternal benefit society. The new 
Order would help men keep their faith; would make the case that one could be 
both a good Catholic and a good American citizen; and would financially help 
families who had lost a breadwinner to stay together, thereby not only 
enabling their temporal well-being but also helping them avoid a disbanding 
that could erode their faith as well. 

In the words of one parishioner, “He was a man of the people. He was zealous 
of the people’s welfare, and all the kindliness of his priestly soul asserted 
itself more strongly in his unceasing efforts for the betterment of their 
condition.” 

Having created a thriving parish community, when Father McGivney was 
transferred from St. Mary’s Parish in New Haven to become pastor of St. 
Thomas Parish in Thomaston, the grief among his parishioners was palpable. 
A journalist covering his last Mass at St. Mary’s described the scene: “Never, 
it seemed, was a congregation so affected by the parting address of a 
clergyman as the great audience which filled St. Mary’s yesterday. Some of 
those present wept aloud and others sobbed audibly.” 

Decades ahead of his time, Father McGivney had a keen sense of the 
layman’s unique vocation, needs and potential contributions, and he drew his 
people into the life and activities of the parish. This respect for the laity led 
Father McGivney to found the Knights of Columbus, a fraternal organization 
for Catholic men, in 1882. 

The young priest designed a way to strengthen the Catholic faith of men and 
their families while providing financial protection when they suffered the 
death of the breadwinner. He well knew that keeping families together 
assisted both temporal and spiritual needs. At the time, without means of 
financial support, families were often split up, threatening both the integrity of 
the family and — depending on the destination of the various family members 
— their faith as well. His new fraternity was designed to provide Catholic 
men with an alternative to anti-Catholic secret societies that offered social and 
employment advancement but drew them away from the faith. 

Father McGivney proposed that the new group be named for Christopher 
Columbus. Universally esteemed at the time as the heroic discoverer of the 
New World, Columbus would highlight the deep roots of Catholics in 
America — and the long history of Catholic evangelization in this 
hemisphere. 
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On March 29 – a day celebrated annually as Founder’s Day – the Connecticut 
legislature granted a charter establishing the Knights of Columbus as a legal 
corporation. 

The name “Knights” appealed to the Civil War veterans in the group who saw 
the noble principles of knighthood in the Order’s protection of the faith, family 
finances and the civil and religious rights of Catholics. A charter member wrote 
that Father McGivney was “acclaimed as founder by 24 men with hearts full of 
joy and thanksgiving; recognizing that without his optimism, his will to succeed, 
his counsel and advice, they would have failed.” 

In a letter to priests of his diocese, Father McGivney said that his first goal in 
founding the Knights of Columbus was “to prevent people from entering 
Secret Societies, by offering the same, if not better, advantages to our 
members.” His second purpose was “to unite the men of our Faith throughout 
the Diocese of Hartford, that we may thereby gain strength to aid each other 
in time of sickness; to provide for decent burial, and to render pecuniary 
assistance to the families of deceased members.” 

The Order’s original principles were unity and charity. “Unity in order to gain 
strength to be charitable to each other in benevolence whilst we live and in 
bestowing financial aid to those whom we have to mourn,” Father McGivney 
wrote. Principles of fraternity and patriotism were added later. Knights were 
led by their founder to take on the many challenges facing Catholic family life 
— poverty, early death, secret societies, anti-Catholicism — with the 
flexibility to take on other duties in the future. With a vision for growth, he 
asked the pastors in Connecticut to kindly help “in the formation of a council 
in your parish.” 

As an indication of the respect the first Knights had for Father McGivney’s 
leadership, they moved to elect him head of the new Order. However, the 
humble priest insisted that a layman should lead the lay organization. James 
T. Mullen, a Civil War veteran, was elected the first supreme knight and 
Father McGivney took up the office of supreme secretary. Two years later, 
when operations were on a sound footing, Father McGivney resigned his 
executive post to become supreme chaplain, explaining that his first 
obligation to the Order was to serve as a priest. 

In November 1884, Father McGivney was named pastor of St. Thomas Church 
in Thomaston, a factory town more than 30 miles from New Haven named for 
the clockmaker Seth Thomas. The parish served working-class parishioners who 
had few resources beyond their faith. With prayerful acceptance, Father 
McGivney put his seven years at St. Mary’s behind him and moved from the 
bustling city of New Haven to the smaller town of Thomaston. 

At his last Mass at St. Mary’s, the large church was filled with grateful souls 
who felt closer to God through his ministry. A printed testimonial said that his 
courtesy, kindness and purity of life, despite burdens and afflictions, had 
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“secured the love and confidence of the people of St. Mary’s, which will 
follow him in every future field of labor.” His flock in New Haven was 
heartbroken at his departure. 

In his six years at St. Thomas, Father McGivney was an admirable pastor 
who built strong ties with parishioners and cared for their spiritual and 
temporal welfare. He also cared for a mission church, driving his horse and 
carriage to celebrate Sunday Mass in both locations. He continued to serve 
as supreme chaplain, but like a true “Father” and pastor of souls, he trusted 
the leaders of the Order in New Haven to carry on the work he began 
among them, as the Knights of Columbus continued to grow beyond 
Connecticut. 

Never robust in health, Father McGivney fell ill with tuberculosis and was 
stricken with severe pneumonia in January 1890. The young priest lost 
physical strength just as his Order was moving toward new vitality. After 
seeking respite and remedies, he was eventually confined to bed in the 
rectory, where his concern and prayers for his people only increased. He 
died on August 14, two days past his 38th birthday. 

The funeral was an indication of the love and respect the people held for 
this hard-working, holy parish priest. His funeral drew Catholics from 
across the state, including the bishop, more than 70 fellow priests, and civic 
leaders. Mourners rented every available carriage within miles for the 
procession to the McGivney family plot in Waterbury. 

The funeral also reflected the deep personal appeal that Catholics found in 
the Knights of Columbus. Delegations came from almost every one of the 
57 Knights of Columbus councils that had been chartered in the Order’s 
first eight years. Father McGivney’s holy example also inspired his two 
younger brothers, Patrick and John, who followed him into the priesthood 
and served the Order as supreme chaplains. 

Today, the earthly remains of Father McGivney are interred in a polished 
sarcophagus in New Haven’s St. Mary’s Church, where he founded the 
Knights of Columbus. His vision and mission are carried forth by nearly     
2 million Knights of Columbus throughout the world, who form a band of 
brothers under the principles of: 

Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. 

 

 

 

 

We here at OLPH are indebted to the local chapter of the           
Knights of Columbus for all that they do for us.. THANK YOU! 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Academy of 
Brooklyn has gladly welcomed in spring.  We are 
looking forward to spending time in our schoolyard 
soaking up the fresh air and enjoying God's gift of a 
beautiful spring day.  

O.L.P.H.C.A.B. is proud to announce the winners of the Catherine 
Molloy and Curran Sisters Memorial Scholarship for 2022 were 
Lucas Sumba and Justin Beers.  Congratulations to their families for 
winning this very generous heart-filled scholarship which provides 
tuition for each student for the coming year. Registration is now 
ongoing for the 2021-2022 school year.  For information contact the 
school office. O.L.P.H.C.A.B. includes Pre-K 3 and Pre-K 4, 
Kindergarten, and Grades 1 to Grade 8.  Our program includes 
technology, language, music, art, STEM, and following the Next 
Generation Standards for the academic subjects.  This year we 
included in-person as well as remote learning due to COVID.  We 
look forward to welcoming many new families to join us in the 
coming year.  See for yourself, our wonderful students in action, on 
our Facebook page (Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Academy 
of Brooklyn). 

Please call Mrs. Tyndall at (718) 439-8067 for information on how to 
register. 

The annual Social Studies Fair was a great success.  Students  chose 
topics, researched and created amazing projects.  American History 
came alive with projects on Manifest Destiny, the New York State 
regions, the Roaring Twenties, Symbols of the United States, and 
neighboring countries of Canada and Mexico.  Our students never 
fail to amaze with their ability to present and share what they 
learned.  

A new program was initiated this Spring.  O.L.P.H.C.A.B. was one 
of three schools chosen  by the Diocese of Brooklyn to participate in 
"The Flying Classroom".  Students are engaging in hands on, 
problem solving activities as they learn the theory behind the tasks 
presented to them.  The Junior High has planned and constructed 
sustainable cities, the middle school has explored what makes objects 
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February  •  Citizenship 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Mia Castro 

Kindergarten Benjamin Montero 

1st Grade Esmeralda Diaz 

2nd Grade Matthew Montero 
3rd Grade Lillian Jiang 

 

4th Grade John Cardenas 

5th Grade Edwin Vasquez 

6th Grade Luis Morales 

7th Grade  Alyssa Osorio 
8th Grade Branden Smith 

float, and the lower grades have made a flying propeller and a model 
of a "bionic" hand. Learning is truly alive and well at 
O.L.P.H.C.A.B. 

A special visitor joined us in March.  Everyone was thrilled to see the 
Easter Bunny visit each class and present prizes to students who had 
"eggceptional" hats.  Students wore Easter hats they designed and 
created that would rival those worn on Easter Sunday in New York 
City's Easter Parade! 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Academy of Brooklyn extends 
best wishes to our families, friends, and neighbors for a blessed 
Easter.  We pray daily for the well being of our O.L.P.H. family and 
look forward to seeing each other again at Mass.  May God bless 
each of you. 
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November 28 
Iris Renee Gonzalez, Avery Justice Melendez,  

Jiovanni Raul Merino-Vega, Liana Luisa Rivera 
 

February 20 
Gisell Andrea Garcia-Martinez,  

Mason Santiago Galvez-Rodriguez, Irene Rosario Genis, Justin 
Matteo Hernandez-Raymundo,  

Matteo Ramos, Dylan Taveras-Fabian,  
 

February 27 
Emilia Maria DeLooper, Peyton Ariana Gomez,  

Noah Angel Rodriguez, Scarlett Jae Sanchez 

Mona Guerrier February 20 

Milton Balbuca February 22 

Barbara Ingram February 25 

Washington Mera March 1 

Mary Coughlan March 1 

Manuel Mizhquiri March 13 

Sue Dale  March 18 

October 24 
Steven Rivera & Caroline Stephanie Diaz 

 

November 25 
Fenying Chen & Zhijiao Wang 

 

December 18 
Wenhui Lin & JinLing Lin 

 

January 16 
Jonathan Aguilar & Mildreth Esquivel-Ceron 

 

February 5 
Samer Giovanni Garcia-Cua & Reyna Irene Cua-Garcia 



ANNOUNCED MASSES 
April 2021 

Thursday, April 1 

  8:45  +Mary Sammon 

  7:30 Lord’s Supper 
 

Friday, April 2 

  9:00 Via Crucis 

  1:00 Stations of the Cross 

  3:00 English & Spanish Liturgy 

  5:00 Chinese Liturgy 

  7:00 Soledad de Maria 
 

Saturday, April 3 

  8:00 Easter Vigil 
 

Sunday, April 4 

  8:00  Special Intention Janine 

Kowaloska and husband 

 For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Jean Hunko 1st Anniversary) 

10:00 (SP) +Enerio Vasquez 

 +Ana Luisa Romero 

12:30 (SP) +Jorge Amores (por su 

  3er aniversario de fallecido) 

  2:00 (V) +Rev. Phero Vu Tien Dat 

 +Phalo Truong Ngoc 

 +Maria Truong Thi Le Thuy 

 +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 
 

Monday, April 5 

  8:45  +Brian Skelly 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Dorothy Morosi & Family 
 

Tuesday, April 6 

  8:45  +Patrick Lenihan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +All deceased members of 

Goebere-Higler Family 

  7:00 (SP) +Mariano Salas Robles 
 

Wednesday, .April 7 

  8:45  +Fritz Douge 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Thomas, +Julia, 

+AnnMarie,+Kevin and +Rev. 

John Costello, C.Ss.R 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Thursday, April 8 

  8:45  +Yvette Clairisier 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Jack Hennigan 

  7:00 (SP) Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 

Friday, April 9 

  8:45  +Michael & Mary Lynch 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Susan Burgess 
 

Saturday, April 10 

  8:45   Carolina & Steven Rivera 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  Karin / Navarre Burke 

  5:00  +Susan Burgess 

  7:00 (SP) +Fidel Mitre 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The English Masses can be viewed on Facebook “Perpetual Help Brooklyn”  

Sundays at 10 AM, and daily at 8:45 AM. 
The Spanish Masses on Facebook “Charles McDonald” are:  

Sundays at 8 AM, and Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 PM.. 
THESE MASSES CAN ALSO BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.OLPHBKNY.ORG 
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Sunday, April 11 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Marc Pierre-Noel 

10:00 (SP) Virgen Maria Auxiliadora 

 Acción de Gracias a Dios y las 

   Almas Benditas 

 +Marciana Hernandez 

 +Zaida Pedrazo 

 Por la Salud de Gladys  

   Placencia 

12:30 (SP) +Isabel Melendez 

  2:00 (V) +Lh. Teresa Nguyen Thi 

   Kim Dung 

 +Lh. Maria Nguyen Ai 

 +Giuse Vo An Khuong 

 +Theresa Truong Thi Luyen 

 +Lucas +Mary 
 

Monday, April 12 

  8:45  +Michael O’Connell 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Mary Sammon 
 

Tuesday, April 13 

  8:45 Special Intention of Lucas & 

 Isabella Zocche 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +William E., Rosemarie L. 

  Burke 

  7:00 (SP) +Normando Valeria 
 

Wednesday, April 14 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 
12:10  +Salvatore T. Calio 

  7:00 (SP) +Mercedes Alarcon 
 
Thursday, April 15 

  8:45  Jesus Baquiax (birthday) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Mercedes Sorrentino 

  7:00 (SP) +Ermelindo Candia Garcia 

Friday, April 16 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Salvatore T. Calio 
 

Saturday, April 17 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10 Bagnall Family 

  5:00  +Nancy & Jack Egan 

  7:00 (SP)  
 

Sunday, April 18 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por las almas benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  Santo Niño Group 

10:00 (SP) +Rosa Elena Borja 

12:30 (SP) +Segunda Tavarez 

  2:00 (V) +Giuse Vo An Khuong 

 +Gerardo N. Schiraldi 

 +Giuse Tran Tri Tin 

 +Martha Nguyen Ai 

 +Phero Nguyen Bo 

 

Monday, April 19 

  8:45   Special Intention Janine  

   Kowalaska & husband 

  Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Antoinette Calio special  

   intetnion 

 

Tuesday, April 20 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +John Ward (birthday) 

  7:00 (SP) Pro-Vida 

 
Wednesday, April 21 

  8:45  +Michael Mongellli 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  Mary & Eddy Bontke 

  7:00 (SP) +George Washington 

 Arevalo-Cruz 
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Thursday, April 22 

  8:45  Brittney Kaufth (birthday) 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Joseph Schick 

  7:00 (SP) +Virginia Pinobarro 

 Tiohanes 
 

Friday, April 23 

  8:45  +Michael Sabric 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 Thanksgiving to OLPH 
 

Saturday, April 24 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10   

  5:00  +Felix Adun Asemota 

  7:00 (SP) +Agustina Coria 

 +Francisco +Alfonso Plasencia 
 

Sunday, April 25 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00 (SP) Por Las Almas Benditas 

 del Purgatorio 

10:00  ++Elisa Castro 

10:00 (SP) +Martha Francisa 

 +Ana A. Tavarez Perez 

12:30 (SP) +Andrea Luna Coyotl 

  2:00 (V)  
 

Monday, April 26 

  8:45  +John Heaney 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Danny P. Woods 

Tuesday, April 27 

  8:45  +Edward & +Philip McGarrity 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Ann Patricia Lavin 

  7:00 (SP) +Sipriano DeLos Santos 
 

Wednesday, .April 28 

  8:45  +Patrick K. Woods, Sr. 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +Idanes Lourdes Rodriguez 

  7:00 (SP) +Derek Emanuel Trurcio 
 

Thursday, April 29 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society 

12:10  +Eugene Reilly 

  7:00 (SP) +Natividad Cano Garcia 
 

Friday, April 30 

  8:45 +Mary Crennan 

 Purgatorian Society 

12:10 +James Collins (anniversary) 
 

Saturday, .May 1` 

  8:45  Purgatorian Society  

12:10   

  5:00 +Marc Pierre-Noel 

  7:00 (SP) +Rodolfo Arturo Cano 

 Vergara 
 

Sunday, .May 2 

  8:00  For the People of the Parish 

  8:00  Por Los Almas Benditas del 

 Purgatorio  

10:00  +Norberto Martinez, Jr. 
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Redemptorist Community 
 

Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R., Rector 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R., Pastor 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. James Cascione, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Clement Krug, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Lu * 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. * 
Rev. Francis Skelly, C.Ss.R.* 
Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran, C.Ss.R.* 
 

⃰ Pastoral Associate 
 

 
Chinese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Norman Bennett 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
 
Vietnamese Apostolate 
 

Rev. Joseph Hung Duc Tran 
 
Parish Deacons 
 

Rev. Mr. Jesús Soto 
Rev. Mr. Hector Blanco 
Rev. Mr. Danny Rodriguez 
 
 

Director of Religious Education 
 

Mrs. Maritza Mejía 
 
 

Parish Music Director 
 

Joseph Giordano 
 
Parish Pastoral Council-2017-2018 
Rev. Karl Esker, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. James Gilmour, C.Ss.R. 
Rev. Michael Cunningham, CSsR 
Rev. Joseph Lu 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, C.S.J. 
Luis Arias 
Alice Butler 
Tony Coppola 
Julia Fernández 
Joseph Giordano 
Fidel Hernández 
Edwin Li 
Maritza Mejía 
Priscilla Moronta 
Fabian Otavalo 
Stephanie Rivera 
Irma Soto 
John Trandinh  

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Staff and Personnel 
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish  
Parish Organizations 

EDUCATIONAL: 
 

R.C.I.A. – R.I.C.A. 
Rectory Office 
526 59th Street – 718-492-9200 
 

Office of Religious Education 
5901 6th Avenue – 718-439-1281 
 

LITURGICAL: 
 

Music Ministry 
Joseph Giordano – 718-492-9200 
Judy Hernandez – 917-202-0366 
Marcos Marte – 347-749-3556 
 

Eucharistic Ministers and 
Lectors – English  
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
718-439-5100 
 

Eucharistic Ministers – Hispanic 
Luis Arias – 718-439-4594 
 

Lectors – Hispanic 
Fidel Hernández – 646-596-0784 
 

Ushers – Hospitality Ministry 
Jorge Barraza –  
Hispanic – 718-419-9041 
Louis Nevilles –  
English – 718-439-6003 
 

Altar Servers 
Rev. Joseph Tran 
Sofia Medina 
 
PASTORAL: 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 

Juan Neumann Center 
Redemptorist Immigration 
Services 
545 60th Street – 718-439-8160 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM 
Wed. 9 AM-12 PM, 1-3 PM, 6-8 PM 
Sat. 9 AM-12 PM 
 

Advocate for the Disabled 
Rev. Norman Bennett, C.Ss.R. 
 

Legion of Mary / Legión de 
María 
Curia – St. Alphonsus Hall – 
3rd Sunday, 2:30-4:00 PM 
Praesidium N.S. del Perpetuo 
Socorro – 
Rectory – Saturday, 4:00 PM -  
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy of Brooklyn 
5902 6th Avenue – 718-439-8067 
Principal: Margaret Tyndall 
 

Hijas de María 
First Sunday, 
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción and Ana León 
 

Santo Nombre 
2nd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Rev. Ruskin Piedra, C.Ss.R. 
 

Cofradía del Sagrado Corazón 
de Jesús 
3rd Sunday,  
Mass and Meeting: 10:15 AM 
Ana Concepción 
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Cursillistas 
Every Wednesday, 
7:30 PM Upper Chapel 
Eugenia Tlaxcantitla 
 
Prayer Group – Hispanic 
St. Gerard Hall, Fridays, 7:30 PM 
Roberto Rodríguez – 347-461-6621 
 
Jornada – Youth 
Sundays, 1-3 PM, 
Parish Center 
Stephanie Rivera 
 
Circle of Friends 
558 59th Street – Notre Dame Hall 
Tuesdays, 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM 
Sr. Lucille Aliperti, CSJ 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Brooklyn Council #60 
5901 6th Avenue, Room 4 
2nd & 4th Mondays, 7:30 PM 
Ben LaSpina – 347-782-8036 
 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Basilica 
Eileen McConeghy –  
Notre Dame Hall 
First Sunday each month 
Mass and meeting: 9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

Catholic War Veterans 
3rd Thursdays 
 

Al-Anon 
Tuesdays, 1:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Sundays, 7:00 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
AA 
Ladies only - Tuesdays 6 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
Fridays 6 PM & 8 PM 
5901 6th Avenue 
 
Cub Scouts of America 
St. Gerard Hall 
Andres Reinoso 
347-760- 5613 
 
 
SPORTS: 
 
O.L.P.H. Soccer League 
Kevin Henneman – 718-614-4460 
Martin Brennan – 718-836-4178 
 
Swimming Teams – Boys & 
Girls CYO 
OLPH / St. Andrew 
Girls: Charles Boulbol  
917-331-5600 
Boys: Ray Wendt – 718-833- 8047 
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